
UNIT VII

MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
——————————————L_—ESESEEEE

Questions 1-3 refer to the following document:

“.... But every difference of opinionis not a difference ofprinciple. We havecalled bydifferent names
brethren of the same principle. We are all Republicans. we are all Federalists.... | know. indeed. that
some honest menfearthat a republican governmentcan notbe strong. that this Governmentis not strong
enough: but would the honest patriot, in the full tide of successful experiment. abandon a government
which has so far kept us free and firm on the theoretic and vistonaryfear that this Government. the
world's best hope, may by possibility want energy to preserveitself? I trust not. 1 believe this. on the
contrary, the strongest Governmentonearth... Sometimesit is said that man cannotbe trusted with the
governmentof himself, Can he.then. be trusted with the governmentofothers? Or have we found angels
in the forms of kings to govern him? Lethistory answerthis question.”

ThomasJefferson, First Inaugural Address. 1801

3. The phrase “brethren of the same principle” is

used byJefferson to mean

l. Jeflerson's statement “Weare all Republicans. we
are all Federalist” was meant to

(A) reassure a divided country that weall shared (A) a belief in the ideals expressed in the

1

the same American values

(B) keep political parties orfactions from
forming

(C) send a messageto the world to not be

involved in the affairs of the U.S.

(D) pave the wayfortheterritorial expansion
into the West

+ The statement “Or have we found angels in the
forms ofkings to govern him” wasdirected at

(A) Europeans who wanted to impose a
monarchy on the United States

(B) uniting those who favored a hereditary
system with those whofavored a theocracy

(C) those whodid not believe man could govern
himself (a representative government) but

felt they could govern others
(D) Federalist supporters of John Adams
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Declaration of Independence
(B) Republicans and Federalist are alike in their

political ideology

(C) the brotherhood of mankindis akin to

belonging to the same church

(D) support for constitutional protections for

treedom ofreligion
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102 UNIT VII à
Questions 4-7 refer to the following:

u
e

“Jeffersonianism seemed to be a comprehensivesocial philosophy... [that] offered a practical and humane

program ofnational development... It had not yet been distorted by the caprice ofcircumstance into a

somewhat nebulous idealism, nor confined within the narrower limits ofpolitical equalitarianism and

states rights theory. By later generations Jefferson has been interpreted too exclusively in terms of the

Declaration of Independence, the glowing idealism of which has proved curiously elastic and has been

stretched by later libertarian movements to meettheir special and particular ends: by the Jacksonian

democracy in their struggle for manhood suffrage; by the Abolitionists in their attack upon a slave-

sanctioning Constitution: by other idealists in their various crusades... Jefferson,... has come to be

commonly associated with the conception of democracy andtheideal of social justice. But to his young

Virginia followers... he embodied for them the many-sided liberalism of French revolutionary thought...

the strongestcreative influence on the mature Jefferson came from the Physiocratic group.... the brilliant

founders ofan economythat was primarily social rather than narrowly industrial or financial. Historically

the Physiocratic school is as sharply aligned with idealistic agrarianism as the Manchester school is

aligned with capitalistic industrialism.”

VernonL. Parrington, Main Currents in American Thought

. According to the document the nameofJefferson

in 1800 has been commonly associated with

(A) a strong central government imposing order

on the republic

(B) concepts of democracy and idealsof social

justice

(C) the Manchester school ofcapitalistic

industrialism

(D) narrowlimits ofpolitical equalitarianism and

states rights theory

. Idealistic agrarianism had all ofthe following

features EXCEPT

(A) it was the polar opposite ofthe capitalist

industrial school in England

(B) it was the Physiocratic school of economics

that originated in France

(C) an economywasprimarily social rather than

narrowly industrial or financial

(D) it supported the mercantilist ideology

characterized by the Navigation Act

6. Libertarian, Jacksonian, and Abolitionist

movements haveall

(A) used Jefferson to support their causes

(B) returned to Federalism for political ideology

(C) supported the Physiocratic school of

economics

(D) were all supporters ofthe concept of

manifest destiny

. The continuity ofthe idealism ofJeffersonianism

of 1800 can best be seen in the ideology of which

20th century President?

(A) Theodore Roosevelt

(B) William Howard Taft

(C) Woodrow Wilson

(D) Franklin Delano Roosevelt
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Questions 8-10refer to the following:

*.... No tribe has the right to sell, even to each other. much less to strangers [the land]... Sell a country!
Whynotsell the air, the great sea. as well as the earth? Didn't the Great Spirit make themall for the use
ofhis children”... The white people... wantustobe... “assimilated....” destroying our own wayoflife and
our own cultural patterns. They believe we should be contented like those whose concept of happinessis
materialistic and greedy.... We want freedom from the white manrather than to be integrated. We don't
wantanypart ofthe establishment. we wantto be free to raise our children in our religion.... to be able to
huntand fish andlive in peace. We don't want power. we don’t want to be congressmen,or bankers... wewantto be ourselves. We want to have our heritage, because weare the ownersofthis land and because
we belong here. The white mansays. there is freedom and Justice for all. We have had “freedom and
justice.” and that is why we have been almost exterminated, We shall not forget this.”

Tecumseh, “Speech to the Governorofthe Indiana Territory. William Harrison.” 1810

. In the passage above Tecumsehpoints out an 10. In what would prove to be the ultimate indignity
important philosophical difference between the for the Indians. the civilized tribes ofthe
Indians and the whites over which issue that the southeast would be forced to leave their land to
Dawes and Wheelor-Howard Act would uy to travel thousand of miles west in what became
solve? knownas the

(A) Role ofthe Chief (A) Great Trek
(B) Decisions ofthe council (B) Trail of Tears
(C) Land ownership (C) Mass Migration
(D) Religion (D) Native American Exodus

- A subsequent decision by U.S.politicians to
imposeassimilation by making the Indians into
yeoman farmers was passageof the

(A) Homestead Act
(B) Morrill Act
(C) Newlands Act
(D) DawesSeveralty Act
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Questions 11-12 refer to the following:

“.… BE it enacted. That...no British or French armed vessel shall be permitted to enter the harbor or

waters underthe jurisdiction of the United States... . except when they shall be forced in by distress...

That all pacific intercourse with any interdicted foreign armed vessels, the officers or crew thereof. is

hereby forbidden. Sec. 4. That in case either Great Britain or Franceshall,... revoke or modify her edicts

as that they shall cease to violate the neutral commerce ofthe United States... and if the other nation

shall not within three months thereafter so revoke or modify her edicts in like manner. then....[the act]

shall, ... have full force and effect. ... of the nation thus refusing or neglecting to revoke or modify her

edicts in the manneraforesaid. And therestrictions imposed bythis act shall... cease and be discontinued

in relation to the nation revoking... her decrees...”

Macon's Bill 42, 1810

. The failure ofthe European countries to adhere to. 12. A common understanding of Macon's Bill #2 is

this bill would result in the
(A) ifeither Franceor the British lifted their

(A) Spanish American War trade restrictions the U.S. would trade with

(B) Mexican War them and notthe other country

(C) Tripolitan War (B) if the two countries continuedto violate the

(D) War of 1812 neutral commerceofthe U.S. then the U.S.

would not trade with either country

(C) it wastilted in favor of France and which

meant there would be a war between the

United States and GreatBritain.

(D) Great Britain tended to be favoredin the bill

because of the common language and culture
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“.. as far as the west, the articulate war maker was concemed, the freedom of the seas played only a
minorpart in the precipitation of the conflict... it must be understood that the war of 1812 wasreally
meant to be a land war, advocated and fought by a section of the countrythat had no contact with or
interest in the thingsofthe sea.... the war of 1812 was ordered byan agricultural people... to have at its
goal the acquisition ofCanada not so much because that meant cutting off ofthe living threat of England.
as because Canada stood for great reserves ofagricultural land. In short. the west desired Canada and
therefore sought war with England.”

Louis M. Hacker. "Western Land Hunger and the War of 1812." 1924

. The passage above could be considered an early
example of what important conceptin U.S.
history that would dominate in the mid-nineteenth
century?

(A) “Weshall be as a City upon a Hill, the eyes
ofall people are upon us”

(B) It was the manifest destiny of the U.S. to
expandits territory over North America

(C) Social reform movementsto transform

American society
(D) Development of a market economyto

transfer goods throughoutthe continent

- The interpretation stated by Hacker runs contrary
to the dominatehistorical interpretation that sees
the War of 1812 being fought primarily over

(A) subduing Native Americans on the frontier
(B) British intrigues with foreign powers to

weaken the U.S. hold on the West
(C) Maritimerights including freedom ofthe

seas
(D) French and British ideological conflicts

15. The Treaty of Ghent ending the War of 1812
proved the total failure of which war aim ofthe
U.S.that had also been a failed war aim ofthe
Revolutionary War?

(A) Establishing neutral rights for shipping
(B) Proving the U.S. could stand up to the

British with an overwhelming victory at New

Orleans

(C) Establishing a setting for a post-war sense of
nationalism

(D) Expanding U.S.territory by acquiring
Canada
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JEFFERSONIANISM & NATIONALISM
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1. (A) The campaign between John Adams. the Federalist, and Thomas Jefferson, the Democratic-Republican,
wassobitter that Jefferson took great pains to reassure the nation that we wereall one in ourbasic
principles. There was also a wide spread beliefthat only a monarchy could assure that power could be
transferred peacefully. It was thoughtthat a Republic would be unable to do this. By saying that “we are all
Republicans, we are all Federalists” Jefferson was bridging the gap between the two political factions.

2. (C) Jetferson’s remark. “Sometimesit is said that man cannotbe trusted with the governmentofhimself.
Can he, then be trusted with the government ofothers”is clearly directed at those whodid not favor a
democratic government, hispolitical opponents, the Federalists.

3. (A) Although generally his remarks showedlittle influence of religion. the use ofthe term brethren that has
the connotation ofbrothersis similar to those who are related and share the samebeliefs as expressed in the
Declaration ofIndependence.

+. (B) The multi-talented Jefferson stood tor many things. Among them are the concepts of democracyas wellas social justice. The ideals of ThomasJefferson replaced the philosophyof the Federalists to dominate theU.S. political scene. Oneirony is that when they gained power. the Jeffersoniansdid little to dismantle thepolitical structure that had been created by the Federalist. In fact, a group ofJeffersonians actually opposedthe Virginia dynasty’s programs because they felt it was not pure to Jeffersonian principles. They becameknownas the “Old Republicans”or Tertium Quids.

18
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. (D) Mercantilism as an economic policy had dominatedthe U.S.in theory before the Revolution. The theoryand system ofpolitical economy Prevailing in Europeafter the decline of feudalism. based on nationalpolicies of accumulating bullion, establishing colonies. building a merchant marine, and developing industryand miningto attain a favorable balanceoftrade. was in place. Exports should exceed imports to be paid forby acquiring precious metals. It reachedits height on the continent under Louis X1V’sfinance minister. JeanBaptiste Colbert. Jefferson's philosophy and policies were the opposite ofthis system.

. (A) Successful movementslike Jacksonian democracy and abolitionism saw themselves as being in the
Jeffersonian tradition. Even a relatively unsuccessful onelike libertarianism with its small government
emphasis cantraceits lineage back to Jefferson.

- (C) A numberofpresidents can claim to be in the Jeffersonian tradition, but the one who was undoubtedly
the purist Jeffersonian in his ideology wasthe Progressive President WoodrowWilson, who titled his
program the New Freedom.Practice and ideology are two different things, and Wilson's policies and
programsas President roamed far away from Jeffersonianism. Just as Jefferson's policies as President
roamed far from his own Jeffersonian ideals of 1800.

. (©)In this passage Tecumseh points out the absurdity of something that could not be owned byanytribe-
the land. The Indian concept of land differed greatly from the European or American concept. To the
Indians, land was uniqueas it could not be owned. sold or transferred. it could only be used. Land was an
integral, inseparable part of nature. As Tecumseh said. “... sell a country! Whynot sel! the air. the clouds.
the great sea as well as the land.” Land existed to sustain the beingsthat lived upon it and usedit. Each tribe
hada rightto use the land but no one could ownit. Disputes between tribes were over land use. not land
ownership.

. (D) With the passage of the Dawes Severalty Act in 1887. governmentofficials and reformers alike began
to promote allotment in severalty—the division of Indian lands into individually owned parcels—and the
sale of leftover lands as a solution to the “Indian problem.” It tried to impose private property ownership
on Native Americans by dividing their reservationsinto individual farms and making eachIndian into a
yeoman farmer.It supported the federal policy of assimilating Indians into the American mainstream and
worked in conjunction with government-sponsored education programs and Christian missionary work.
The original legislation was amended in 1891 to provideatleast eighty acres to each person. The federal
government could purchase so-called “surplus” land- -anything remaining after the allotments were made—
but the allotments themselves were to be held in trust for twenty-five years. At the end ofthetrust period,
Indians would receive full ownership rights to their lands. Subsequent amendmentsgotrid of the trust
period and allowed Indiansto lease orsell their lands. Manytribes lost most oftheir reservations although
sometribes successfully resisted allotment, while others escaped it becausetheir land wasoflittle interest
to non-Indians. This program ofdestroying the reservations would bein effect until it was repealed in the
1930s with passage of the Wheeler-Howard Act.

Un
au
th
or
iz
ed

co
py
in
g
or

re
us
in
g
an
y
pa
rt

of
th
is
pa
ge

is
eg
al



(€
b
a
y

5:
a
d
e
d
s
y
¡
O
e
u
s
A
u
e
Bu
rs
na
s
40

Du
iá
do
s

p
o
z
u
o
y
n
e
u
n

10.

20

|

UNIT VII À

(B) What Tecumseh feared in 1811 actually cameto fruition in 1830 with the passage of the Indian
Removal Act. After four months of debate Andrew Jacksonsignedthebill into law of removing the Indians

to the West. The term used for this process of removal (1831-1839), in which over 70.000 Indians had to
give up their homes and moveto certain areas assigned to tribes in Oklahomais the “Trail of Tears.” The
tribes were given a right to all of Oklahoma except the panhandle. The govermentpromisedthis land to
them “as long as grass shall grow and rivers run.” Unfortunately, the land that they were given only lasted
until white settlers wanted the land and then they were forced to moveto other reservations, The “Trails of
Tears” were severaltrails that the “Five Civilized Tribes” traveled on their way to their new lands. Many
Indians died because offamine or disease. Thetribes had to walk all day long andgotvery little rest. All
this was done tn orderto free more land for white settlers. The period of forced removalstarted when
Andrew Jackson became President in 1829. At that time there was reported to be sightings ofgold in the
Cherokeeterritory in Georgia. This caused prospectors to rush in. tear down fences and destroy crops, and
cause mayhem with Indian ownedlands.

. (D) Macon’sBill No. 2 restored American trade with the rest ofthe world after the failure of Jefferson’s
embargo.It stated thatif either Britain or France repealed its commercerestrictions, America would revive
nonimportation against the country that didn’t repealits restrictions. Napoleon, agreed to rescind France’s
nonimportation policy. and on November 1810 America began a nonimportation policy against Britain
based more on Napoleon's promise than his performance. The U.S. began non-importation with Great
Britain that would ultimately lead to the War of 1812 between the two countries.

+ (A) The objective ofthe law wasto force Great Britain and France to stop their restrictions against U.S,
shipping. Designed as a substitute for the unsuccessful Non-intercourse Act. it prohibited British and French
armed vessels trom entering American waters and ports unless forced in by distress or to deliver dispatches.
The measure reopened Americantradeto the entire world and statedthatif either France or Britain removed
its restrictions on American commerce by March of 1811 and the other failed to do so within three months,
the president would revive therestrictions of non-intercourse againstthat other nation.

. (B) Hacker'sinterpretation shows surprising similarity to the conceptof manifest destiny that would
dominate mid-century American expansionism. His point that the U.S. West was willing to go to warin
order to acquire agricultural land foreshadows what would happenin the mid-nineteenth century with
Spain—conquest andterritorial acquisition.

- (C) From the beginning of the Napoleonic Wars between Great Britain and France American merchant
ships were harassed by both the British and the French. The British followed a policy of impressment where
British warships removed American sailors from their ships for servicein the British fleet. Between 1803
and 1812. approximately 5,000-9,000 American sailors were forced into the Royal Navy with as many as
three-quarters being legitimate Americancitizens. Though the American governmentrepeatedly protested
the practice, the British ignored these protests. The U.S.protest overits rights as a neutral nation to engage
in unfettered maritime trade was the primary cause of the war according to this interpretation.
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15. (D) The Treaty of Ghent, ending the War of 1812 stated that “all territory, places and possessions
whatsoever, taken by either party from the other during the war” would be restored as they were before
the war. No one wona thing. Impressment, a major cause of the war, was ignored. The Indians were the
big losers as no longer would there be conflict betweenthe U.S. and the British. This paved the way for
the U.S. to continue the eradication process. unchecked by British interest. The British finally accepted the
United States as a legitimate national entity. and the United States gave upits designs on British territory
in Canada. The war had been a stalemate whose ending let each side get on with the business oftrade and
expansion. The war did pave the wayfor the subjugation and often removalofthe Indian tribes from the
Midwestand Southeast.
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UNIT VIII

MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS

 

Questions 1-3 refer to the following political cartoon:

 THN te COMMAND 1. Whichofthe followingis the best interpretation ofthe
meaningofthe above political cartoon?

(A) Jackson wanted to have the sameprestige that

European monarchs had

(B) His imperious nature included trampling the

Constitution and use of the veto to create one-man

rule

(C) The throne and scepter symbolized a republics

equality with the royalty of Europe

(D) Political opponents depicted himas a weakling

and a coward
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e . Which ofthe following could be a considered to be

a continuity in United States History similar to the

depictionofJackson?

(A) Expansionist presidencies of Polk and Tayior

(B) Progressive presidencies of Roosevelt and Wilson

(C) Conservative presidencies of Coolidge and

Hoover

(D) Imperial presidencies of Johnson and Nixon

  

  

3. Which ofthe following actions by President Andrew

Jackson best supports the interpretation of his

presidencyin the cartoon shown above?

(A) Expulsion of the Cherokee nation from Georgia

and Tennessec

(B) Refusal to support the admission ofTexasto the

union as a slave state

(C) Veto ofthe re-charter bill for the 2nd Bank ofthe

United States

(D) Adoption of the Independent Treasuryplan

115
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Questions 4-7 refer to the following:

u
n

6.

à

“voting became more widespread and more important, thus competition between candidates increased,

manifested in less concern for issues than for character assassinations of opponents.... a new party

system [developed], which required money. people, and organizations to run campaigns and getout the

vote. Jackson. a firm believer in the “common man,” usedall ofthis to gain the presidency... Jackson’s

supporters...came from all regions of the country; they were united by suspicion ofspecial privilege

and large business corporations. belief in freedom of economic opportunity and political freedom (for

white males). the conviction that ordinary citizens could perform the tasks of government, and support

for states’ rights. Jackson ran his administration according to such principles, as he employed the spoils

system... killed the second Bank ofthe United States. and preferred to leave local improvementprojects

to the states.”

John Garraty, The American Nation: A History ofthe United States, 1995

. Thepolitical term frequently associated with the

Jacksonian era is

(A) democracy

(B) republic

(C) contederation

(D) popular sovereignty

. Although the two movements differed the

Jacksoniansliked to trace their origins back to the

(A) anti-federalist

(B) federalist

(C) Jeffersonians

(D) Whigs

From 1828 to 1860 the Jacksonians became the

dominantpolitical party and were called which

Party?

(A) National Republicans

(B) Federalist

(C) Democratic-Republicans

(D) Democrats

7. The issues the Jacksoniansbelieved in included

(A) support for the national bank, a protective

tariff, and internal improvements

(B) distrust of privilege and large businesses,

beliefin rotation in office, support for states’

nights

(C) reformslike temperance, abolitionism,

mental health. prisons, schools.

vegetarianism, peace

(D) Homestead Act. Wilmot Proviso,

Preemption, Nativism, Sabbatarianism
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Questions 8-10 refer to the following:

“No manin this country has ever been subjected to such a torrent of applause. and few men have beenless prepared to withstandit by education,reflection, and experience... The country expected great things
of the victor of New Orleans.... He Swept downinto the province [Florida] like a tornado. and drove the
poor remnantofthe Seminolesinto the Everglades. He assumed. he exercisedall the prerogatives of an
absolute sovereign. He raised troops... invaded a foreign territory, made war on his brother sovereign,
the King of Spain, put his subjects to death withouttrial: shot [Robert C.] Ambrister. and permitted the
murder of [Alexander] Arbuthnot, both British subjects. He came home. not in chains...but in triumph,to
receive the approval ofthe President...and the applause ofthe people. What an effect such an experience
as this was likely have upon such a mind as his, we need not say.... He reappeared in Florida as its
Govemor...his conduct there in 1821...[was] violent, arrogantand disgraceful to the civilization of his
country.... [he was] like a madman.”

James Parton, Life ofAndrewJackson. 1860

. Parton’s description of AndrewJackson's 10. Parton accuses Jackson ofall ofthe following
activities in Florida from 1816-1821 formed the offences EXCEPT
basis of the Whig Schoolofhistoriography that
sawJackson as (A) illegally invading a foreign country

(B) being unprepared by education.reflection.
(A) a strict constitutionalist and experiencefor the adulation he received
(B) a benign stward ofthe presidency; (C) acting like a King
(C) unqualified by background, breeding, and (D) going against the wishes of the people

tempermentto tbe president
(D) a warrior who saved the nation in a time of

distress

- Whichlater action by AndrewJackson after he
becamePresident in 1829 was foreshadowed by
Parton's interpretation ofhis activities in Florida
from 1816-1821?

(A) Trail of Tears
(B) Bank re-chaner veto
(C) Battle of the Toasts with John C. Calhoun
(D) Adoption ofthe Force Bill
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Questions 11-13 refer to the following:

à

“Even in those states and territories where suffrage was broadly exercised, men who owned and

speculated in land and had moneyin the bank were often accepted as natural leaders... Such beneficiaries

of popular contidence developeda strongerfaith and wisdom andjustice of popular decisions than did the

gentlemenofthe older seaboard states, where class lines were no longerfluid... A man like Jackson who

had been onthe conservative side of economicissues in Tennessee could becomethe leaderofa national

democratic movement without feeling guilty of inconsistency. When wefind a planter aristocrat of this

breed expressing absolute confidence in popular judgment,it is unfair to dismiss him as a demagogue. He

becamea favorite of the people, and might easily cometo believe that the people chose well.”

Richard Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition: And the Men Who Made It, 1948

. In the passage above, Hofstadter attempts to

bridge the gap between

(A) those who see Jackson as a conservative

aristocrat or as a popular democratic leader

(B) a natural leader that Jackson represents and

a developed leader ofthe upper class

(C) therigidity ofthe class lines of older

seaboard states andthe fluidity ofthe planter

aristocracy

(D) Jackson's absolute confidence in popular

judgment and his leadership ofa democratic

movement

. The Preemption Act of1841 that allowed

“squatters” to purchase up to 160acres ofland

they wereillegatly occupying is based on which

conceptpresented by Hofstadter

(A) American Plan

(B) popular democratic judgement

(C) conservative economic principles

(D) popular sovereignty

13. Some historian’s interpretation of Jackson andhis

relationship with the peopleis that

(A) Jackson represented an elite position of

authority because ofhis superior wisdom and

knowledge

(B) he followed the leadership ofthe gentlemen

of the older seaboard states

(C) his inconsistent position as a conservative

land speculator and as well as a leaderofthe

massesgreatly troubled him

(D) there wasreciprocity oftrust between

Jackson and the people—they had their faith

in each other
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Questions 14-15 refer to the following:

JACKSONIAN ERA 119

“Whigs tended to respond more favorably than Democrats to the “church and state‘ concept, Moreover,
the Whigpolitical philosophy postulated aN activist, positive state, responsible for improving the material
and moral well being ofsociety and Capable of wielding broad national powers, In Contrast the Democratic
philosophy postulated a Negative. passive state in general, and a restricted, passive federal governmentin
particular. [Abolitionist were] originallyattracted to the Whig Party... because its active political doctrine
closely corresponded to their activist religious doctrine... the state must act to Purge society of moral
evils... men convinced that Organized collective action contributed to human Progress tended more to vote:
Whig than Democrat... Whigstended toward collectivism, Democrats toward individualism.”

Lee Benson, The Concept ofJacksonian Democracy: New York as a Test Case. 1961
14. The driving force behind the Abolitionist'sattraction to the WhigParty wasthatits politicaldoctrine fit with their Teligious beliefs. which issimilarto the ideas and actions of

(A) the moral Majority and the Republican Partyof the 1980s
(B) the Populist movement
(C) liberalism ofthe Great Society
(D) optimismofthe reformers at the beginning ofthe 20th century

15. Ultimately. the Whig Panyas a national forcedisappearedafter the election of 1832 primarilybecauseit

(A) could not reconcile the inherent conflictbetween church and state
(B) fell apart because they did not have ananswer over the issue ofslaveryin theterritories
(C) lacked the ideas to Compete in politics at thenational level
(D) its leaders were menofsecond rate qualitieswho could not match the intellectualism ofthe Democrats
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UNIT VIII

JACKSONIAN ERA
A

Irg

1. (B) The cartoon clearly shows how Jackson stepped on the Constitution with his vetoes ofinternal
improvements and the re-charter ofthe 2nd Bank of the United States. All ofthe trappings ofa European
monarchyare presentin this political cartoon. which accuses Jackson of establishing a hereditary monarchy.

w
e - (D) A numberofpresidents have been accused ofhaving monarchical tendencies, but noneto the extent

of Lyndon Johnson and Richard Nixon, who are known as the “Imperial Presidents.” Johnson was more
concerned with absolute power than the trappings of power, andafterhis election in 1964 he enjoyed
such hugelegislative majorities that he could get almost anything passed by Congress. Nixon believed the
President could do anything he wanted and was not constrained by law. He believedif the presidentdid it,
it was lawful. He wentso far as to have uniforms ordered for the White House police that resembled the
uniforms worn by Swiss Guards, who are often the security for European monarchs. Thepolice objected,
and the uniforms were never used.

3. (C) Jackson remade the presidency and onetool that he used that had almost never been used by earlier
presidents wasthe use ofthe veto power. There had only been nine vetoes byall the previous presidents
combined, and Jackson used the veto twelve times in what was seen as an abuse of poweras depicted in this
cartoon directed against Jackson's veto ofthe 2nd Bankofthe U.S.
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4. (A) Jackson and the Democratscast their party as the embodimentof the people’s will, the defender ofthe

common managainst the Whig “aristocracy.” in a sense the party of democracy. After the War of 1812,

constitutional changesin the states had broadened theparticipatory base ofpolitics by erasing traditional

property requirements for suffrage and by makingstate offices and presidential electors popularlyelected.

Bythe time Jackson waselected, nearly all white men could vote. In 1812 only half the states chose

presidential electors by popular vote. By 1832. all did except South Carolina. Jackson and the Democrats

benefitted from andcapitalized upon these changes, but in no sense did they initiate ther. Jackson became

associated with democracy even when some questioned whether he had this characteristic in Tennessee

politics before he becamepresident.

. (C) As defined by Jackson during his two terms, the Democratic Party's outlook wasessentiallylaissez faire

and anointing themselves as Thomas Jefferson's true heirs. they stood for simple.frugal. and un-intrusive

government. They opposed government spending and governmentfavoritism, especially in the form of

corporate charters for banks and otherenterprises. They claimedthat all such measures invariably aided

the rich, the privileged, and theidle aristocracy against the humble, yet meritorious, ordinary working

people. Again following Jefferson, the Democrats espoused anticlericalism and rigorous separation of

church andstate. At a time of great evangelical fervor, Democrats stood aloof from the nation’s powerful

interdenominational(but primarily Presbyterian-Congregational) benevolent and philanthropic associations.

and they denounced theintrusioninto politics of religious crusades such as Sabbatarianism, temperance, and

abolitionism. Democrats thus acquired adherents amongreligious dissenters and minorities from Catholics

to freethinkers (often agnostics or atheists).

. (D) The Democratic party and its program emergedin stages out ofthe largely personal following that

had elected Andrew Jackson president in 1828. Proudly adopting a name that had been an anathema

as recent as when Jefferson becamePresident. under Jackson and his successor Van Buren, Democrats

pioneered techniquesofparty organization and discipline, which they justified as a means ofsecuring

popular ascendancyoverthe aristocrats. To nominate candidates and adopt platforms. Democrats perfected

a pyramidalstructureoflocal, state, and national committees, caucuses. and conventions. These ensured

coordinated action and supposedlyreflected opinion at the grass roots, athough the movements in fact were

often directed from Washington. The“spoils system” of government patronage inaugurated by Jackson

inspired activity andinstilled discipline within party ranks.

. (B) By the end of the 1830s, the Democratic outlook wasessentially laissez-faire and states’ rights

advocates while preserving the Jeffersonian legacy. Democrats demanded simple, frugal, and an unintrusive

government. They opposedprotectivetariffs along with federal (and often state) bank charters and internal

improvementprojects. As president. Jacksonarticulated this policy through a series of vetoes. most notably

the Maysville Road in 1830 and the Bankof the United States in 1832. He cast himself as protector of “the

humbler members ofsociety—the farmers. mechanics, and laborers” against moneyed. privileged interests

seeking to tum the public powers of governmentto unfair private advantage. In Jackson's view.tariffs.

public works. and corporate charters (especially of banks), were all devices to siphon wealth from the poor

to the rich and to steal power from the manyto benefit the few.

. (C) Parton’s 3-volume biography of Jacksonillustrates how the patrician—sometimescalled the Whig—

schoolof historiography in the 19th century viewed Jackson as a man who defied their traditions of

education, social standing. andthe inherent rightsoffamilies of high standing to provide political

leadership. Jackson's background, education. or lack thereof. and his general character contributed to the

degradation of American democratic institutions. It is from this backgroundthat Parton calls Jackson and

his actions, beginning in Florida. as disgraceful to civilization, acting like an absolute sovereign, beinglike

a madman andother unsavory descriptions.
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9.

10.

It.

14.

(A) Parton’s reference to Jackson driving the remnants ofthe Seminolesinto the Everglades was a precursor
to his later action as Presidentthat resulted in the “Trail of Tears.” Andrew Jackson signed the bill into law
of removing the Indiansto the West. Jackson had played a majorrole in earlier removal with his defeat of
the Creek Confederation. This period offorcible removalfirst started with the Cherokee Indians in Georgia.
In 1802. the Georgialegislature signed a compactgiving the federal governmentailofits claims to western
lands in exchangefor the government’s pledge to extinguish all Indian titles to land within the state, The
Cherokee Constitution proclaimedthat the Cherokee nation had completejurisdiction overits ownterritory.
When the Cherokee nation soughtaid from newly elected president Andrew Jackson, he informed them
that he would not interfere with the lawful prerogatives ofthe state of Georgia. Jackson saw the solution
to the problem the removal of the Cherokee tribes to lands west. This would keep contact between Indians
and whites rare. When Jackson began to negotiate with the Indians, he gave them a guarantee of perpetual
autonomyin the Westas the strongest incentive to emigrate. To ensure peace the government forced these
five tribes, called the Five Civilized Tribes (Creek. Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Seminole) to
move out ofthe lands they had lived on for generations and move to land given to them in Oklahoma.In
Jackson’s mind this as a way ofprotecting them from physical destruction by the white culture.

(D) The onething Parton did NOT accuse Jackson of doing was going against the wishes ofthe people.
From “torrent of applause” to coming homein triumph to “the applause ofthe people,” Parton points out a
numberoftimes that Jackson was with the people.

(A) It is clear that Hofstadter sees Jackson as a conservative aristocrat in economic issues as a Tennessee
politician who transforms himself into a supporterof. and leaderof. a national democratic movement.

. (B) Land issues were major concernsin the 19th century as the democratic conceptof “squatter
sovereignty” developed that basically said land is for the people that occupyit whetherlegally or not.
Because it wastoo difficult to remove these democratic squatters. Congress allowed them to preemptthe
land orlegally acquire it before someone else could getit. It fulfilled the old adage that possession is 90%
ofthe law.

. (D) Jackson as a leader of democracy was not Just a demagogue but genuinely believed that the people
had chosen well when they made him their popular leader. As John William Ward has shown in Andrew
Jackson: Symbol for an Age, every age creates heroes to suit its needs. For a young, pioneering America
ofthe early 19th century, Andrew Jacksonfilled that need as Jackson captured the imagination ofhis
contemporaries andthe ideals of the period were fused in him. There was reciprocity of trust between
Jackson and the people—they believed in each other.

(A) Thereligious beliefs of the Whigs believing that the “state mustact to purge society of moral”evils
contributed to the activist. positive beliefs oftheir political philosophy. According to Benson they saw thechurch and state working together in a collective actionto rid the state of moral evils. Abolitionists were
usually attracted to the Whig Party for these reasons. This is what the moral majority attempted to do withthe Republican Party in the 1980s.

- (B) Where their political opponents, the Democrats, had a “popular sovereignty”solution to the issue ofslavery in theterritories, the Whigs had nosolution and floundered overthis issue. By the late 1840s theWhig coalition was beginning to unravelas factions of“conscience” (antislavery) Whigs and “cotton”(proslavery) Whigs emerged. Anotherreason for the Whig demiseis they were an unlucky party. Whenthey nominatedtheir natural leaders like Henry Clay they would be defeated. Their only twovictories asPresident were both military heroes whodiedin office. to be replaced bypoliticians. one John Tyler whowas not actually a Whig, and one, Millard Fillmore who was an anathema to the conscience Whigsforinsisting on entorcing the Fugitive Slave Law and the Compromise of1850.


